Esaote MRI at the world soccer games
Accurate MSK diagnosis directly at the playing field with the Esaote
O-scan Dedicated MRI and MyLabTMClassC Ultrasound.
HIGH PRECISION IN SPORT IS THE
PASSION OF EVERYBODY
The team doctor of the Argentinian National
Soccer team announces that, for the first
time in history, a magnetic resonance system
will be installed directly on-site to enable
immediate diagnosis and fast treatment
decisions.
Dr Alejandro Rolon,
Dr Rolon is the team
doctor of the
Argentinian National
Footbal Team and is
one of the
references in
musculoskeletal
diagnostic imaging in
Argentina.
In this interview Dr Rolon explains the impact
and advantages of having a high level
dedicated MRI at the playing field to provide
immediate diagnosis of the high performance
soccer players of the Argentinian national
team.
Q: Which is your experience in
musculoskeletal diagnostic imaging in
particular with high performance sports
athletes?
A: Since a long time I have devoted myself to
diagnostic imaging in sport medicine and
traumatology. Within this field there are two
important imaging methodologies, i.e.
ultrasound and magnetic resonance. Until

recently, ultrasound has been the most
important for several reason, one being that
among athletes the most common
pathologies are muscular-tendinous related
and the best way to evaluate them is by
ultrasound. Another important reason is the
portability of ultrasound as it allows you to
perform diagnosis wherever you are, directly
in the field or in the changing room.
Today, when I travel with the national soccer
team I will have my ultrasound system over
my shoulder, so I am able to diagnose not
only the muscolotendinous pathologies but
also many other bone and joint related
injuries.
Even if the ultrasound method is the main
tool, magnetic resonance is a great method
when it comes to confirm and optimize the
diagnosis.
Q: For some years now ultrasound has come
directly to the soccer field, is it possible to
go a step in that direction also with MRI?
A: Undoubtedly the possibility to have a
magnetic resonance system like the O-scan
“on-site” adds an extra element which is not
only innovative, but also sets a new trend in
sports medicine.
Having the Ultrasound has been already a
great advantage and I am actually the second
Argentina football team doctor that
introduced the portable ultrasound tool for
on-field diagnosis.
The possibility to have a magnetic resonance
system in the next Brazilian Soccer
Tournament will surely allow faster diagnosis
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and a more prompt decisions on the therapy
to use.

Q: Is it common to use MRI with highly
competitive athletes and soccer players “onsite” ?
A: It’s the first time that a magnetic
resonance system appears in such an
important soccer tournament. I remember
that during the Madrid Master Tennis Games
an Esaote MRI was installed at the tennis
stadium and actually there are several clubs
that are discovering the advantages of having
an MRI at the playing field. Even though this
is a new approach, I think this will be a
positive trend for the next future.
Q: What kind of impact does an early and
accurate diagnosis have for high
performance athletes?

A: Fast diagnosis is fundamental. Today, the
specialist is able to make an accurate
diagnosis thanks especially to the
combination of ultrasound and magnetic
resonance images.
In all muscular and sport related pathologies
you find some gray areas: “It’s a bit torn”.
Being able to correctly identify and classify
the lesion will speed up the athletes’
recovery time.
The situation is very different when we speak
about regular patients that have a lesion and
have to wait for their turn with the
traumatologist and maybe after a week or
more get an echo or MRI. During that period
the doctor has lost the best opportunity to
treat the disease.
So by having the MRI available for direct
diagnosis, we support a fast rehabilitation
and avoid possible collateral problems for the
athlete also in another body parts.
Q: Why Esaote?
A: Having Esaote equipment is like running
with an advantage: as for magnetic
resonance there is no other system like the
O-scan that allows for an easy installation
directly in the stadium; and for ultrasound it
is well-known that they have best available
technology for MSK pathology.
DR. ALEJANDRO ROLON
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About Esaote
With €325.3 million consolidated sales in 2012 (of which 70% were generated from international markets), Esaote
Group is a leading player in the biomedical equipment sector, with a particular focus on ultrasound, dedicated
magnetic resonance, and software for managing the diagnostic process. Esaote has over 1,360 employees, 20% of
which are employed in R&D activities. Esaote has industrial and research units in Italy (Genoa, Florence, Naples), the
Netherlands (Maastricht) and China (Shenzhen). Esaote is internationally recognised as one of the “Top Ten”
diagnostic imaging companies in the world and enjoys the co-operation of worldwide scientific and clinical research
centres and universities. Esaote has filed more than 120 international patents.
Information about the Esaote Group and its products is available at www.esaote.com
Technology and features are system/configuration dependent. Specifications subject to change without notice. Information might refer to products
or modalities not yet approved in all countries. For further details, please contact your Esaote sales representative.
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